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(57) ABSTRACT

System and method embodiments are provided for limiting
mobile device neighbor cell measurements for cell reselec-
tion and handover. In an embodiment, a method in a mobile
device for limiting neighbor cell search and measurements for
reselection and handover includes determining a state of the
mobile device from one of a plurality of states, wherein the
states comprises an idle state, a static-idle state, a connected
state, and a static-connected state defining idle state to static-
idle state and connected state to static-connected state transi-
tion criteria; defining static-idle state to idle state and static-
connected state to connected state transition criteria; and
selecting a time interval to wait between successive neighbor
cell search and measurements for cell reselection and han-
dover according to the state of the wireless device, wherein
the time interval corresponding to one of the states is less than
the time interval corresponding to another of the states.

40 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR LIMITING
MOBILE DEVICE MEASUREMENTS FOR
CELL RESELECTION AND HANDOVER

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a system and method for
wireless communications, and, in particular embodiments, to
a system and method for limiting mobile device cell measure-
ments during cell reselection or handover.

BACKGROUND

Mobile device standby and talk time are crucial decision
factors for mobile device consumers. Consequently, mobile
device battery life is of growing importance for manufactur-
ers, service providers, and mobile device users. Battery time
performance is a conformance requirement of service provid-
ers and has a major effect on technical acceptance decisions.
In order to maintain battery life, power consumption is a
major challenge for mobile device manufacturers. One sig-
nificant battery consuming operation of mobile devices is cell
search and measurement. The battery consumption dueto cell
search and measurement for cell reselection and/or handover
is a serious issue for mobile devices located at the edge of a
cell or in an area of pilot pollution where cell search and
measurement as well as cell reselection/handover are trig-
gered much more frequently.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with an embodiment a method in a mobile
device for limiting search and measurements for cell reselec-
tion and handover includes determining a state of the mobile
device, wherein the state comprises one of an idle state and a
static-idle state for reselection, and wherein the state com-
prises one of a connected state and a static-connected state for
handover; selecting a time interval to wait between successive
neighbor cell search and measurements for cell reselection
according to the state of the mobile device, wherein the time
interval corresponding to one of the states is less than the time
interval corresponding to another of the states.

In accordance with another embodiment, a mobile device
configured for limiting search and measurements for cell
reselection and handover includes a processor and a computer
readable storage medium storing programming for execution
by the processor, the programming including instructions to:
determine a state of the mobile device from one of a plurality
of states, wherein the states comprises an idle state, a static-
idle state, a connected state, and a static-connected state; and
selecting a time interval to wait between successive neighbor
cell search and measurements for cell reselection and han-
dover according to the state of the wireless device, wherein
the time interval corresponding to one of the states is less than
the time interval corresponding to another of the states.

In accordance with another embodiment, a mobile device
includes a processor and a memory connected to the proces-
sor and configured to store a measurement condition and a
mobility-activity state of the mobile device, wherein the pro-
cessor is configured to perform neighbor cell search and
measurement for cell reselection and handover at a time inter-
val specified by the mobility-activity state of the mobile
device and the measurement condition, and wherein the pro-
cessor is configured to transition from a first mobility-activity
state to a second activity state based on a mobility of the
mobile device and a connected status of the mobile device.
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2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present inven-
tion, and the advantages thereof, reference is now made to the
following descriptions taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawing, in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a network for communicating data;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of an embodiment method for per-
forming LTE Intra-Frequency cell reselection;

FIG. 3 is a state diagram illustrating an embodiment system
for LTE Intra-Frequency cell reselection;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of an embodiment method for LTE
Inter-Frequency cell reselection

FIG. 51s a state diagram illustrating an embodiment system
for LTE Inter-Frequency cell reselection;

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of an exemplary method for LTE
Intra-Frequency, Inter-Frequency, and Inter-RAT handover

FIG. 71s a state diagram illustrating an embodiment system
for LTE Intra-Frequency, Inter-Frequency, and Inter-RAT
handover; and

FIG. 8 is aprocessing system that can be used to implement
various embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

The making and using of the presently preferred embodi-
ments are discussed in detail below. It should be appreciated,
however, that the present invention provides many applicable
inventive concepts that can be embodied in a wide variety of
specific contexts. The specific embodiments discussed are
merely illustrative of specific ways to make and use the inven-
tion, and do not limit the scope of the invention.

In many systems, the same neighbor cell search and mea-
surement rules and intervals are applied for mobile devices in
an idle state without considering whether the devices are
stationary or moving. Additionally, the same neighbor cell
measurement rules and intervals for the mobile devices in the
connected state are applied without consideration of whether
the device is stationary or moving. In such systems, the
mobile devices may perform unnecessary cell search and/or
measurements when the devices are stationary, thereby caus-
ing the mobile device to use precious battery resources. How-
ever, when the devices are stationary, previous cell measure-
ments may still be valid and, therefore, there may not be any
need to measure the cells as frequently for stationary devices
as for mobile devices that are moving.

Some systems combine information from neighbor lists
received from first and second radio access technologies
(RATs) and decide whether to take measurements in a third
RAT based on the combined information. However, such
systems only reduce the number of times of cell measure-
ments for inter-RAT cell reselection.

Disclosed herein are systems and methods for mobile
devices to determine when and how to perform neighbor cell
measurements for cell reselection and handover. In an
embodiment, a mobile device adjusts the cell measurement
rules and the cell measurement intervals for performing a cell
measurement for cell reselection and handover according to
whether the mobile device is stationary or moving. If the
mobile device is stationary, the mobile device performs
neighbor cell measurements less frequently than ifthe mobile
device is moving. Accordingly, unnecessary cell search/mea-
surements performed by mobile devices are reduced while the
devices are stationary. When the devices are stationary, pre-
vious neighbor cell measurements for neighbor cells may still



US 9,107,123 B2

3

be valid, thereby eliminating the need to make neighbor cell
measurements as frequently as necessary for devices that are
moving.

In an embodiment, mobile device states and cell search/
measurement rules for a mobile device are provided to reduce
neighbor cell search and measurements. The mobile device
states include static-idle state and static-connected state. Inan
embodiment, when the mobile devices are in a static state, the
neighbor cell search/measurement interval is increased and
the mobile device performs fewer search/measurements. The
disclosed states and rules can further limit neighbor cell
search and measurement for the mobile devices in static
states, thereby reducing power consumption and preserving
battery life.

In an embodiment, a mobile state transition evaluation
process is provided. The disclosed systems and methods
apply to any type of radio access technology (RAT) including
Long Term Evolution (LTE), Wideband Code Division Mul-
tiple Access (WCDMA), Global System for Mobile Commu-
nications (GSM), Enhanced Voice-Data Optimized (EVDO)
networks, and Wireless Network Extender (1x). Embodi-
ments of the disclosed systems and methods apply to intra-
frequency cell reselection/handover, inter-frequency cell
reselection/handover, and inter-RAT cell reselection han-
dover.

In an embodiment, the systems and methods for reduced
search/measurements for mobile devices improves the bat-
tery life of the mobile devices. In embodiment, the disclosed
systems and methods reduce signaling messages and improve
network performance. Additionally, the increase in battery
life increases both the standby and talk times of the mobile
device between recharging, thereby resulting in a better user
experience. Also, there is little to no impact on the user
experience since the disclosed systems and methods do not
involve a downgrade in service nor do they require services or
features to be disabled or turned off in order to conserve the
battery life for the mobile devices. Furthermore, in an
embodiment, no additional circuitry and no hardware
changes are needed in mobile devices in order to implement
the disclosed systems and methods.

In an embodiment, a mobile device is in one of four states.
The mobile device states are static-idle, static-connected,
idle, and connected. The mobile device determines an appro-
priate time interval for performing successive neighbor cell
search and measurement activities based on or according to
the particular state that the mobile device is in. In an embodi-
ment, the time interval is greatest for the mobile device in the
static-idle state since the device is not moving (or is moving
less than a threshold amount during a specified time frame or
a time window) and is not actively connected to a phone call
(i.e., an active phone call) or transmitting/receiving data (e.g.,
downloading a web page, downloading streaming video or
audio, uploading video or audio, sending or receiving a text
message). Therefore, since the mobile device is not moving,
it may be assumed that the signal strengths and signal quality
of neighboring cell transmission points are not changing (or
changes are very small and in a predefined range).

In an embodiment, a wireless device transitions from an
idle state to a static-idle state or from a connected state to a
static-connected state when a change in a reference signal
received power and a reference signal received quality of a
first J identified neighbor cells with a highest reference signal
received power and a highest reference signal received qual-
ity is within a defined range in a latest K consecutive mea-
surement cycles, wherein J is an integer and K is an integer. In
another embodiment, a wireless device transitions from the
static-idle state to the idle state or from the static-connected
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state to the connected state when a change of a reference
signal receiver power and a reference signal received quality
of a first M identified neighbor cells with a highest reference
signal received power and a highest reference signal received
quality exceed a specified range in a latest N consecutive
measurement cycles, wherein M is an integer and N is an
integer.

In an embodiment, for intra-frequency reselection mea-
surement, a wireless device increases the neighbor cell mea-
surement time interval for the mobile device is in the Static-
idle state when at least one of a plurality of conditions is met,
wherein the conditions consist of Sintrasearch is not included,
and Sintrasearch is included and SservingCell is lower than
Sintrasearch. For inter-frequency reselection measurement, a
wireless device increases the neighbor cell measurement time
interval for the mobile device is in the Static-idle state when
at least one of a plurality of conditions is met, wherein the
conditions consist of the serving frequency cellReselectionP-
riority is lower than other frequency cellReselectionPriority,
the serving frequency cellReselectionPriority is higher than
other frequency cellReselectionPriority and Snonintrasearch
is not included, or the serving frequency cellReselectionPri-
ority is higher than other frequency cellReselectionPriority
and Snonintrasearch is included and Sservinfcell is lower
than Snonintrasearch.

In an embodiment, a wireless device increases the time
interval for the mobile device is in the static state and the
connected state when at least one of a plurality of conditions
is met, wherein the conditions consist of an s-Measure is not
configured, an s-Measure is disabled, and an s-Measure is
configured and a serving cell reference signal received power
is lower than the s-Measure and a serving cell reference signal
received power is greater than a neighbor cell’s reference
signal received power in L consecutive measurement cycles,
wherein L is an integer, and where s-Measure is a serving cell
quality threshold used to determine whether the mobile
device is required to perform a measurement.

In an embodiment, a wireless device utilizes neighbor
cells’ reference signal received powers, reference signal
received qualities, cell identifiers, and cell frequencies to
perform a mobile device state transition evaluation.

Adjusting the frequency with which a wireless device per-
forms neighbor cell search and measurements (e.g., polling
neighboring cells) depending on the movement and connec-
tivity of the wireless device allows the wireless device to
conserve battery resources, thereby increasing the operation
time before the wireless device must be recharged. Addition-
ally, the disclosed systems and methods reduce the number of
signaling messages (e.g., search and measurement polling),
thereby improving network performance.

FIG. 1 illustrates a network 100 for communicating data.
The network 100 comprises a plurality of access points (APs)
110 each having a coverage area 112, a plurality of user
equipment (UEs) 120, a backhaul network 130, and a central
server 140. The coverage areas 112 of the two APs 110
include an overlapping coverage area 114. In an embodiment,
the coverage areas 112 are equivalent to cells. As used herein,
the term AP may also be referred to as a transmission point
(TP) or a BTS and the three terms may be used interchange-
ably throughout this disclosure. As used herein, the term UE
may also be referred to as a wireless device and the two terms
may be used interchangeably throughout this disclosure. The
AP 110 may comprise any component capable of providing
wireless access by, inter alia, establishing uplink (dashed
line) and/or downlink (dotted line) connections with the UEs
120, such as a BTS, an Evolved Node B (eNB), a femtocell,
and other wirelessly enabled devices. The UEs 120 may com-
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prise any component capable of establishing a wireless con-
nection with the AP 110. Examples of UEs include smart
phones, laptop computers, and tablet computers. The back-
haul network 130 may be any component or collection of
components that allow data to be exchanged between the AP
110 and a remote end (not shown) and with the central server
140. In some embodiments, the network 100 may comprise
various other wireless devices, such as relays, femtocells, etc.

Depending on mobility and connectivity, the UEs 120
adjust the interval between successive search and measure-
ment operations for determining signal strength and quality
for neighboring cells in order to determine whether cell rese-
lection and handover is appropriate. If the UE 120 is in a
static-idle state (i.e., substantially stationary state, e.g., not
actively communicating with another device, e.g., not con-
nected to another device for a phone call, not downloading
content to a web page, etc.), then the UE 120 adjusts its time
interval between successive search and measurement opera-
tions to be greater than it would be if the UE 120 is in an idle
state (e.g., the idle state defined in standards). If the UE 120 is
in a static-connected state (e.g., substantially stationary and
connected state), the UE 120 adjusts its time interval between
successive search and measurement operations to be greater
than it would be if the UE 120 were in connected state. The
UE 120 may be in a static state if the motion or movement of
the UE 120 is less than a threshold amount during a specified
time frame. For example, in an embodiment, if the change of
the reference signal received power and reference signal
received quality of the first J identified neighbor cells with the
highest reference signal received power and quality is within
a defined range in the latest K consecutive measurement
cycles.

In an embodiment, there are four mobile device states:
static-idle, static-connected, idle, and connected. In the static-
idle state, the UE 120 is not moving (or moving less than a
threshold amount) and idle; in the static-connected state, the
UE 120 is not moving and connected; in the idle state, the UE
120 is idle, but is moving; and in the connected state, the UE
120 is connected and moving.

In an embodiment, the time interval between successive
neighbor cell search and measurements to determine whether
to perform a cell reselection and handover is longest for the
UE 120 in the static-idle state. The time interval when the UE
120 is in the static-connected state is shorter than the time
interval when the UE 120 is in the static-idle state, but longer
than if the UE 120 is in the idle or connected states. The time
interval when the UE 120 is in the idle state is shorter than the
time interval for the UE 120 when it is in either the static-idle
or static-connected state. The time interval for the UE 120
when the UE 120 is in the connected state is shorter than in
any of the static-idle state, the static-connected state.

When the UE 120 is in the static-idle state, it may be
assumed that the previous measurement results of neighbor-
ing cells might be more or less the same with time. Therefore,
since the UE 120 is not moving and since the UE 120 is idle,
there is no need for the UE 120 to measure neighboring cells
as frequently as when it in moving. When the UE 120 is in the
static-connected state, it may be assumed that the signal
strength and quality of neighboring cells is not changing
significantly with time and therefore, it is not necessary to
perform search and measurements as often. However, since
the UE 120 is connected, it is more critical that the UE 120 be
connected to the cell with the best signal strength and quality
than when the UE 120 is in the static-idle state in order to
provide the user with a good quality of use experience. When
the UE 120 is in the idle state (but moving), it is necessary to
perform neighbor cell search and measurements more fre-
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6

quently than when the UE 120 is in either static state, since the
signal quality and strength of the serving cell and the neigh-
boring cells may change dramatically with location. When
the UE 120 is in the connected state (but moving), the UE 120
performs neighbor cell search and measurements more fre-
quently than if the UE is in either static state or in an idle state
since the signal quality and strength of the cells may change
dramatically with location of the UE 120 and since the UE is
connected, it is more important to maintain a good signal
quality/strength with a serving cell to ensure a good user
experience.

In an embodiment, when the wireless device is unable to
determine the movement of the wireless device, the wireless
device defaults to the idle state or the connected state, depend-
ing on whether the wireless device is in idle or connected.
This state assumes that the wireless device may be moving
and therefore performs search and measurements more fre-
quently as specified by the idle and connected states.

In an embodiment, each cell (i.e., coverage area 112) and/
or AP 110 includes a cell identifier. Each AP 110 may transmit
in one or more cell frequencies and may receive signals from
the UEs 120 in one or more cell frequencies. The UL and DL,
frequencies may be the same or different. Each AP 110 trans-
mits a cell reference signal and the UEs 120 measure the cells
reference signal received power. Each UE 120 may also mea-
sure other reference signal received qualities, such as channel
quality. In an embodiment, the UE 120 selects the AP 110
having the highest reference signal received power.

In an embodiment, the UE 120 determines its position and
movement through triangulation using signals from a number
of APs 110. In other embodiments, the UE 120 uses a Global
Positioning System (GPS) to determine its location and
movement. Other embodiments may utilize other methods of
determining the movement of the UE 120. In some embodi-
ment, multiple methods of determining the UEs 120 location
and movement are utilized.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of an embodiment method 200 for
performing LTE Intra-Frequency cell reselection. The
method begins at block 202 where the wireless device is
camped normally. The method 200 proceeds to block 204
where the wireless device determines whether Sintrasearch is
included. Sintrasearch specifies thresholds (RSRP/RSRQ)
for intra-frequency measurements. If Sintrasearch is
included, then the method 200 proceeds to block 206 here the
wireless device determines whether SservingCell is greater
than Sintrasearch. SservingCell are the values (receiver level
and quality) measured from the serving cell. If, at block 206,
the wireless device determines that the SservingCell is greater
than Sintrasearch, then the method 200 proceeds to block 202
where the wireless device is camped normally.

If, at block 204, the Sintrasearch is not included or, at block
206, the SservingCell is not greater than Sintrasearch, the
method 200 proceeds to block 208 where the wireless device
performs neighbor cell signal measurement periodically at a
time intervali Tmeasure,EUTRANfIntra' Tmeasure,EUTRANfIntra is
the intra-frequency neighbor measurement interval. The
wireless device executes a mobile device state transition
evaluation process at block 210 to determine the appropriate
time interval, T, ,c. e c0rRAN Birer From block 210, the
method 200 proceeds to block 212 where the wireless device
determines whether Srxlev,n>0 and Squal, n>0 and whether
Rn is greater than Rs for Treselection. Srxlev and Squal are
cell reselection criteria for the receiver level and quality. Rs is
the serving cell rank and Rn is the neighbor cell rank.
Rs=Qmeas,s+QHyst (equation for calculating serving cell
rang Rs); and Rn=Qmeas,n—-Qoffset (equation for calculating
neighbor cell rank Rn). If either of these conditions are not
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met, then the method 200 proceeds to block 202. If both
conditions in block 212 are met, then the method 200 pro-
ceeds to block 214 where the wireless device performs rese-
lection, after which, the method 200 ends.

FIG. 3 is a state diagram illustrating an embodiment system
300 for LTE Intra-Frequency cell reselection. When the wire-
less device is in the idle state 302, the wireless device uses
normal measurement intervals shown in block 306 (e.g., the
same rules as defined in standards). When idle state to static-
idle state transition criteria are met, the wireless device tran-
sitions from the idle state 302 to the static-idle state 304. In the
static-idle state, the wireless device uses an increased mea-
surement interval over the interval used in the idle state 302.
The increased measurement interval is shown in block 308.
When the static-idle state to the idle state transition criteria
are met, the wireless device transitions from the static-idle
state 304 to the idle state 302.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of an embodiment method 400 for
LTE Inter-Frequency cell reselection. The method 400 begins
at block 402 where the wireless device is camped normally.
The method 400 proceeds to block 404 where the wireless
device determines whether the ReselPrio, ., 4., is greater
than the ReselPriog,, ;... ReselPrio, ., 4., 1s reselection pri-
ority of other frequency. ReselPriog,, ., is the reselection
priority of serving frequency. If the condition in block 404 is
met, then the method 400 proceeds to block 410 where the
wireless device performs search and measurement at time
interVal, Tmeasure,EUTRANiinter Where Tmeasure,EUTRANiinter iS
determined by the mobile device state transition evaluation
process in block 414. If the condition in block 404 is not met,
then the method 400 proceeds to block 406 where the wireless
device determines whether Sintrasearch is included.
T casure. £vTRAN mier 15 the inter-frequency neighbor cell
measurement interval. If Sintrasearch is not included, then the
method 400 proceeds from block 406 to block 412 where the
wireless device performs a measurement for every
Kcarrier*Tmeasure,EUTRANiinter Where Tmeasure,EUTRANiinter iS
determined by the mobile device state transition evaluation
process in block 414. If at block 406, the wireless device
determines that the Sintrasearch is included, then the method
400 proceeds to block 408 where the wireless device deter-
mines whether SservingCell is greater than Snoninstrasearch
and, if yes, the method 400 proceeds to block 402 and, if no,
the method 400 proceeds to block 412.

At block 410, after performing measurements every
T casure,5UTRAN inters the method 400 proceeds to block 414
to execute the mobile device state transition evaluation. From
block 414, the method 400 proceeds to block 416 where the
wireless device determines whether two conditions are met.
The first condition is whether Srxlev,n>0 and Squal,n>0. The
second condition is whether Sn>Thresh x,high for Treselec-
tion (i.e., whether the neighbor cell receiver level and quality
are greater than a signaled threshold for Treselection time). If
either of the two conditions in block 416 are not met, then the
method 400 proceeds to block 402. If both conditions in block
416 are met, then the method 400 proceeds to block 418
where the wireless device performs reselection, after which
the method 400 ends.

At block 412, after performing the measurement every
Keartier™T, . osure 20mRAN inters the method 400 proceeds to
block 414 to execute the mobile device state transition evalu-
ation. From block 414, the method 400 proceeds to block 420
where the wireless device determines whether Srxlev,n>0 and
whether Sservingcell is less than Threshserving,low.
Kcartier™T, . osure. m0mrAN inser are typically defined by stan-
dards and the wireless device receives the values from the
serving cell over the air. If one of the conditions in block 420
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is not met, then the method 400 proceeds to block 402. If both
conditions in block 420 are met, then the method 400 pro-
ceeds to block 422. At block 422, the wireless device deter-
mines whether Snonservingcell,x is greater than the Thresh
x,low for Treselection. If the condition in block 422 is not
met, then the method 400 proceeds to block 402. If the con-
dition in block 422 is met, then the method 400 proceeds to
block 418 where the wireless device performs reselection,
after which, the method 400 ends.

FIG. 51s a state diagram illustrating an embodiment system
500 for LTE Inter-Frequency cell reselection. When the wire-
less device is in the idle state 502, the wireless device uses the
normal measurement interval and reselection criteria speci-
fied in block 506 (i.e., use the same rules as defined in the
standards). When the wireless device is in the static-idle state
504, the wireless device uses the increased measurement
interval and reselection criteria specified in block 508. The
wireless device transitions from idle state 502 to static-idle
state 504 when the idle stat to static-idle state transition cri-
teria are met. The wireless device transitions from the static-
idle state 504 to the idle state 502 when the static-idle stat to
idle state transition criteria are met.

In the case where ReselPriootherfreq>ReselPrioSevFreq,
then the following state transition procedures are followed. If
the mobile device is in the idle state 502 and if the state
transition criteria are met, then change the mobile state from
idle state 502 to static-idle state 504, set the measurement
interval
T

TmeasureiEUTRANiinter:TmeasureiEUTIgAN—inter
and set the search interval

measure__inter_static-idle__state
highjﬁor'ityisearch:Thighgpn’orityisearch-". . L.

high_priorizy._static-idle_state’ If the mob.ll.e dev.lce.ls in the
static-idle state 504 and if the state transition criteria are met,

change the mobile state from static-idle state to idle state, set

the  measurement interval T, .. .. rorrRAN nzer—
Tm easure_E UTRANiinter_Tm easure_inter_static-idle__state> and set
the search interval Thighjﬁor'ity:ThighApriorityisearch_

Thigh;pr[orityistaﬁc—idleistate'

Otherwise, if ReselPriootherfreq is not >ReselPrioSev-
Freq, then the following state transition procedures are fol-
lowed. If the mobile device is in the idle state and if the state
transition criteria are met, change the mobile state from idle
state to Static-idle state and set the measurement interval to
’I‘m941514}”97EUTRANiirlter:’]:‘m5341514}”537EUTRAN?Z'nter+

measure._inter_static-idle_stare- 11 the mobile device is in static-
idle state and if the state transition criteria are met, change the
mobile state from static-idle state to idle state and set the

measurement interval to T easure. EUTRAN inter—

measure_E UTRANiinter_Tm easure_inter_static-idle_state®

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of an exemplary method 600 for LTE
Intra-Frequency, Inter-Frequency, and Inter-RAT handover.
The method 600 begins at block 602 where the wireless
device is camped normally. From block 602, the method 600
proceeds to block 604 where the wireless device determines
whether s-Measure is not configured. If, at block 604, it is
determined that the s-Measure is not configured, then the
method 600 proceeds to block 610. If, at block 604, it is
determined that s-Measure is configured, then the method
proceeds to block 606. At block 606, the wireless device
determines whether s-Measure is disabled and, if so, the
method 600 proceeds to block 610, and, if not, then the
method 600 proceeds to block 608. At block 608, the wireless
device determines whether SservingCell is greater than
s-Measure and, if not, the method proceeds to block 610, and,
if yes, then the method 600 proceeds to block 602.

At block 610, the wireless device performs a measurement
eVery TmeasureiPeriodixxxx Where TmeasureiPeriodixxxxx is deter-
mined based on the mobile device state and the mobile device
state transition evaluation process in block 612. From block
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610, the method 600 proceeds to block 614 where the wireless
device determines whether reporting is needed and, if not, the
method proceeds to block 602, and, if reporting is needed, the
method 600 proceeds to block 616. If the measurement report
criteria are met, the wireless device sends the measurement
reports to its serving cell. At block 616, the wireless device
sends a measurement report after which the method 600 pro-
ceeds to block 618. At block 618, the wireless device pro-
cesses OTA handover signaling messages, after which, the
method 600 ends.

FIG. 7 is a state diagram illustrating an embodiment system
700 for LTE Intra-Frequency, Inter-Frequency, and Inter-
RAT handover. When the wireless device is in the connected
state 702, the wireless device uses the normal measurement
intervals as shown in block 706. When the wireless device is
in the static-connected state 704, the wireless device uses the
increased measurement interval as shown in block 708. The
wireless device transitions from the connected state 702 to the
static-connected state 704 when the static-connected state
transition criteria are met. The wireless device transitions
from the static-connected state 704 to the connected state 702
when the static-connected state to connected state transition
criteria are met.

When transitioning from the connected state to the static-
connected state or if the wireless device is in the static-
connected state, set the measurement period
T TmeasureiPeriodixxxxx-'-

measure__Period__static__connected_state lf the WireleSS deViCe
meets one of the following criteria: if s-Measure is not con-
figured, if s-Measure is disabled, or if s-Measure is config-
ured and the serving cell reference signal received power is
lower than the s-Measure and the serving cell reference signal
received power is greater than the neighbor cell’s reference
signal received power in the latest [ consecutive measure-
ment cycles, where L is some integer. This method may be
useful where the wireless device is in the static-connected
state and/or when the wireless device is in the cell edge or an
area of pilot pollution. Some advantages of this method may
include reducing neighbor cell measurements, reducing sig-
naling messages, saving battery life, and improving network
performance.

Although the disclosed systems and methods have been
described primarily with reference to LTE, those of ordinary
skill in the art will recognize that the systems and methods
disclosed herein are not so limited, but may be applied to any
wireless technology.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a processing system 800 that
may be used for implementing the devices and methods dis-
closed herein. Specific devices may utilize all of the compo-
nents shown, or only a subset of the components and levels of
integration may vary from device to device. Furthermore, a
device may contain multiple instances of a component, such
as multiple processing units, processors, memories, transmit-
ters, receivers, etc. The processing system 800 may comprise
aprocessing unit 801 equipped with one or more input/output
devices, such as a speaker, microphone, mouse, touchscreen,
keypad, keyboard, printer, display, and the like. The process-
ing unit 801 may include a central processing unit (CPU) 810,
memory 820, a mass storage device 830, a network interface
850, an 1/O interface 860, and an antenna circuit 870 con-
nected to a bus 840. The processing unit 801 also includes an
antenna element 875 connected to the antenna circuit.

In an embodiment, the CPU 810 is configured to determine
the location of the processing system 800. For example, the
CPU 810 may determine the location of the processing sys-
tem 800 via multilateration of radio signals between (several)
radio towers of the network and the phone or via GPS. In an
embodiment, the CPU 810 may determine the location of the

measure_Period _xxxxx
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processing system 800 via signals received from a network,
where the network uses network based techniques, such as
triangulation, to determine the location of the processing
system 800. In an embodiment, the CPU 810 is also config-
ured to determine absolute and/or relative changes in the
location of the processing system 800.

The bus 840 may be one or more of any type of several bus
architectures including a memory bus or memory controller,
a peripheral bus, video bus, or the like. The CPU 810 may
comprise any type of electronic data processor. The memory
820 may comprise any type of system memory such as static
random access memory (SRAM), dynamic random access
memory (DRAM), synchronous DRAM (SDRAM), read-
only memory (ROM), acombination thereof, or the like. Inan
embodiment, the memory 820 may include ROM for use at
boot-up, and DRAM for program and data storage for use
while executing programs.

The mass storage device 830 may comprise any type of
storage device configured to store data, programs, and other
information and to make the data, programs, and other infor-
mation accessible via the bus 840. The mass storage device
830 may comprise, for example, one or more of a solid state
drive, hard disk drive, a magnetic disk drive, an optical disk
drive, or the like.

The I/O interface 860 may provide interfaces to couple
external input and output devices to the processing unit 801.
The I/O interface 860 may include a video adapter. Examples
of input and output devices may include a display coupled to
the video adapter and a mouse/keyboard/printer coupled to
the I/O interface. Other devices may be coupled to the pro-
cessing unit 801 and additional or fewer interface cards may
be utilized. For example, a serial interface such as Universal
Serial Bus (USB) (not shown) may be used to provide an
interface for a printer.

The antenna circuit 870 and antenna element 875 may
allow the processing unit 801 to communicate with remote
units via a network. In an embodiment, the antenna circuit
870 and antenna element 875 provide access to a wireless
wide area network (WAN) and/or to a cellular network, such
as Long Term Evolution (LTE), Code Division Multiple
Access (CDMA), Wideband CDMA (WCDMA), and Global
System for Mobile Communications (GSM) networks. In
some embodiments, the antenna circuit 870 and antenna ele-
ment 875 may also provide Bluetooth and/or WiFi connection
to other devices.

The processing unit 801 may also include one or more
network interfaces 850, which may comprise wired links,
such as an Ethernet cable or the like, and/or wireless links to
access nodes or different networks. The network interface
801 allows the processing unit 801 to communicate with
remote units via the networks 880. For example, the network
interface 850 may provide wireless communication via one or
more transmitters/transmit antennas and one or more receiv-
ers/receive antennas. In an embodiment, the processing unit
801 is coupled to a local-area network or a wide-area network
for data processing and communications with remote devices,
such as other processing units, the Internet, remote storage
facilities, or the like.

Although the description has been described in detail, it
should be understood that various changes, substitutions and
alterations can be made without departing from the spirit and
scope of this disclosure as defined by the appended claims.
Moreover, the scope of the disclosure is not intended to be
limited to the particular embodiments described herein, as
one of ordinary skill in the art will readily appreciate from this
disclosure that processes, machines, manufacture, composi-
tions of matter, means, methods, or steps, presently existing
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or later to be developed, may perform substantially the same
function or achieve substantially the same result as the cor-
responding embodiments described herein. Accordingly, the
appended claims are intended to include within their scope
such processes, machines, manufacture, compositions of
matter, means, methods, or steps.

What is claimed is:

1. A method in a mobile device for limiting search and
measurements for cell reselection and handover, the method
comprising:

determining a state of the mobile device from one of a

plurality of states, wherein the states comprises an idle
state, a static-idle state, a connected state, and a static-
connected state; and

selecting a time interval to wait between successive neigh-

bor cell search and measurements for cell reselection
and handover according to the state of the mobile device,
wherein the time interval corresponding to one of the
states is less than the time interval corresponding to
another of the states.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the time interval for the
mobile device in the static-idle state is greater than the time
interval for the mobile device in the idle state.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the mobile device is in
the static state if the mobile device moves less than a threshold
amount during a time window.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the time interval for the
mobile device in the static-connected state is greater than the
time interval for the mobile device in the connected state.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising transitioning
from the idle state to the static-idle state or from the connected
state to the static-connected state when a change in a refer-
ence signal received power and a reference signal received
quality of a first J identified neighbor cells with a highest
reference signal received power and a highest reference sig-
nal received quality is within a defined range in a latest K
consecutive measurement cycles, wherein J is an integer and
K is an integer.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising transitioning
from the static-idle state to the idle state or from the static-
connected state to the connected state when a change of a
reference signal receiver power and a reference signal
received quality of a first M identified neighbor cells with a
highest reference signal received power and a highest refer-
ence signal received quality exceed a specified range in a
latest N consecutive measurement cycles, wherein M is an
integer and N is an integer.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising utilizing
neighbor cells’ reference signal received powers, reference
signal received qualities, cell identifiers, and cell frequencies
to perform a mobile device state transition evaluation.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising increasing the
time interval for the mobile device for a long term evolution
(LTE) intra-frequency neighbor cell measurement when the
mobile device is in the Static-idle state when at least one of a
plurality of conditions are met, wherein the conditions com-
prise a first condition wherein Sintrasearch is not included
and a second condition wherein Sintrasearch is included and
SservingCell is lower than Sintrasearch.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising increasing the
time interval for the mobile device for a long term evolution
(LTE) inter-frequency neighbor cell measurement when the
mobile device is in the static-idle state when at least one of a
plurality of conditions is met, wherein the conditions com-
prise a first condition wherein a serving frequency cellRese-
lectionPriority is lower than an other frequency cellReselec-
tionPriority, a second condition wherein the serving
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frequency cellReselectionPriority is higher than an other fre-
quency cellReselectionPriority and Snonintrasearch is not
included, and a third condition wherein the serving frequency
cellReselectionPrioity is higher than an other frequency cell-
REselectionPrioirty where Snonintrasearch is included and
Sservinfcell is lower than Snonintrasearch.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising increasing
the time interval for the mobile device for atleast one of'a long
term evolution (LTE) intra-frequency neighbor cell measure-
ment, a LTE inter-frequency neighbor cell measurement, and
an inter-radio access technology (inter-RAT)measurement
when the mobile device is in the static-connected state when
at least one of a plurality of conditions is met, wherein the
conditions consist of an s-Measure is not configured, an
s-Measure is disabled, and an s-Measure is configured and a
serving cell reference signal received power is lower than the
s-Measure and a serving cell reference signal received power
is greater than a neighbor cell’s reference signal received
power in L. consecutive measurement cycles, wherein L. is an
integer, and where s-Measure is a serving cell quality thresh-
old used to determine whether the mobile device is required to
perform a measurement.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising selecting the
time interval to wait between successive neighbor cell search
and measurements for cell reselection and handover accord-
ing to a measurement condition.

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising transition-
ing from the idle state to the static-idle state when transition
criteria are met and setting the time interval from

to

TmeasureiEUTRANiinter ’I‘measureiEUTRANiinter+

measure_inter_static-idle_state*

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising setting a
search interval from to
T

Thigh;prior’ityfsearch

high;pr[orityisearch+Thighfpriorityﬁstatic—idleista.te: .
14. The method of claim 1, further comprising transition-

ing from the static-idle state to the idle state when state
transition criteria are met and setting the time interval from

to

TmeasureiEUTRANiinter TmeasureiEUTRANiinter_

Tmeasureiinterfstaﬁc-idleistate'

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising setting a
search interval from T to
Thigh‘pr[orityisearch_Thithriorityﬁstatic—idleistate'

16. The method of claim 1, further comprising transition-
ing from the connected state to the static-connected state
when state transition criteria are met and setting the time
interval from T toT

T

high_priority_search

measure__Period__xxxxx measure__Pert, odixxxxx-‘-

measure__Period_static_connected_state*

17. The method of claim 1, further comprising transition-
ing from the static-connected state to the connected stat when
state transition criteria are met and setting the time interval
from T to
Tm easure__Period__static_connected_state*

18. A mobile device configured for limiting search and
measurements for cell reselection and handover comprising:

a processor; and

a computer readable storage medium storing programming

for execution by the processor, the programming includ-

ing instructions to:

determine a state of the mobile device from one of a
plurality of states, wherein the states comprises an
idle state, a static-idle state, a connected state, and a
static-connected state; and

select a time interval to wait between successive neigh-
bor cell search and measurements for cell reselection
and handover according to the state of the mobile
device, wherein the time interval corresponding to

measure__Period_xxxxx measure_Period _xxxxx
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one of the states is less than the time interval corre-
sponding to another of the states.

19. The mobile device of claim 18, wherein the time inter-
val for the mobile device in the static-idle state is greater than
the time interval for the mobile device in the idle state.

20. The mobile device of claim 18, wherein the mobile
deviceis in the static state if the mobile device moves less than
a threshold amount during a time window.

21. The mobile device of claim 18, wherein the time inter-
val for the mobile device in the static-connected state is
greater than the time interval for the mobile device in the
connected state.

22. The mobile device of claim 18, wherein the program-
ming further comprises instructions to transition from the idle
state to the static-idle state or from the connected state to the
static-connected state when a change in a reference signal
received power and a reference signal received quality of a
first J identified neighbor cells with a highest reference signal
received power and a highest reference signal received qual-
ity is within a defined range in a latest K consecutive mea-
surement cycles, wherein J is an integer and K is an integer.

23. The mobile device of claim 18, wherein the program-
ming further comprises instructions to transition from the
static-idle state to the idle state or from the static-connected
state to the connected state when a change of a reference
signal receiver power and a reference signal received quality
of a first M identified neighbor cells with a highest reference
signal received power and a highest reference signal received
quality exceed a specified range in a latest N consecutive
measurement cycles, wherein M is an integer and N is an
integer.

24. The mobile device of claim 18, wherein the program-
ming further comprises instructions to utilize neighbor cells’
reference signal received powers, reference signal received
qualities, cell identifiers, and cell frequencies to perform a
mobile device state transition evaluation.

25. The mobile device of claim 18, wherein the program-
ming further comprises instructions to increase the time inter-
val for the mobile device for a long term evolution (LTE)
intra-frequency reselection measurement when the mobile
device is in the Static-idle state when at least one of a plurality
of conditions are met, wherein the conditions comprise a first
condition wherein Sintrasearch is not included and a second
condition wherein Sintrasearch is included and SservingCell
is lower than Sintrasearch.

26. The mobile device of claim 18, wherein the program-
ming further comprises instructions to increase the time inter-
val for the mobile device for a long term evolution (LTE)
inter-frequency reselection measurement when the mobile
device is in the static-idle state when at least one of a plurality
of conditions is met, wherein the conditions comprise a first
condition wherein a serving frequency cellReselectionPrior-
ity is lower than an other frequency cellReselectionPriority, a
second condition wherein the serving frequency cellReselec-
tionPriority is higher than an other frequency cellReselec-
tionPriority and Snonintrasearch is not included, and a third
condition wherein the serving frequency cellReselectionPri-
ority is higher than an other frequency cellREselectionPrio-
irty where Snonintrasearch is included and Sservinfcell is
lower than Snonintrasearch.

27. The mobile device of claim 18, wherein the program-
ming further comprises instructions to increase the time inter-
val for the mobile device for at least one of a long term
evolution (LTE) intra-frequency measurement, a LTE inter-
frequency measurement, and an inter-radio access technol-
ogy (inter-RAT)measurement when the mobile device is in
the static-connected state when at least one of a plurality of
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conditions is met, wherein the conditions consist of an s-Mea-
sure is not configured, an s-Measure is disabled, and an
s-Measure is configured and a serving cell reference signal
received power is lower than the s-Measure and a serving cell
reference signal received power is greater than a neighbor
cell’s reference signal received power in L. consecutive mea-
surement cycles, wherein L is an integer, and where s-Mea-
sure is a serving cell quality threshold used to determine
whether the mobile device is required to perform a measure-
ment.

28. The mobile device of claim 18, wherein the program-
ming further comprises instructions to select the time interval
to wait between successive neighbor cell search and measure-
ments for cell reselection and handover according to a mea-
surement condition.

29. The mobile device of claim 18, further comprising
transitioning from the idle state to the static-idle state when
transition criteria are met and setting the time interval from

to

TmeasureiEUTRANiinter ’I‘m941514}"97EUTRANiinter+

measure_inter_static-idle__state*®
30. The mobile device of claim 29, further comprising

setting a search interval from T, . onn searcn 1©

Thigh‘pr[orityisearch+Thithriorityﬁstatic—idleistate'

31. The mobile device of claim 18, further comprising
transitioning from the static-idle state to the idle state when
state transition criteria are met and setting the time interval

to

frOm TmeasureiEUTRANiinter TmeasureiEUTRANiinter_

Tmeasureiinterfsta.t'[c-idlei.state' . .
32. The mobile device of claim 31, further comprising
setting a search interval from Thign_ prioviey searcn 10
Thigh;pr[or[tyfsea{’ch_Thi‘igh4priorityi.static—idleistate' .
33. The mobile device of claim 18, further comprising
transitioning from the connected state to the static-connected
state when state transition criteria are met and setting the time
interval from T toT +

T

measure__Period__xxxxx measure__Period_xxxxx

measure__Period__static_connected_state*

34. The mobile device of claim 18, further comprising
transitioning from the static-connected state to the connected
stat when state transition criteria are met and setting the time
interval from T toT
T

measure__Period__xxxxx measure_Period_xxxxx

measure__Period__static_connected_state’

35. A mobile device comprising:

a processor; and

a memory connected to the processor and configured to

store a measurement condition and a mobility-activity
state of the mobile device,

wherein the processor is configured to perform neighbor

cell search and measurement for cell reselection and
handover at a time interval specified by the mobility-
activity state of the mobile device and the measurement
condition, and

wherein the processor is configured to transition from a

first mobility-activity state to a second activity state
based on a mobility of the mobile device and a connected
status of the mobile device.

36. The mobile device of claim 35, wherein the mobility-
activity states comprise a static-idle state, a static-connected
state, an idle state, and a connected state.

37. The mobile device of claim 36, wherein the time inter-
val corresponding to the static-idle state is greater than the
time interval corresponding to the static-connected state, the
time interval corresponding to the idle state, and the time
interval corresponding to the connected state.

38. The mobile device of claim 36, wherein the time inter-
val corresponding to the static-connected state is greater than
the time interval corresponding to the connected state.
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39. The mobile device of claim 36, wherein the time inter-
val corresponding to the idle state is greater than the time
interval corresponding to the connected state.

40. The mobile device of claim 39, wherein the processoris
further configured to determine the mobility-activity state
according to neighbor cells with a highest reference signal
received power, neighbor cells with a highest reference signal
received quality, neighbor cell identifiers, and neighbor cell
frequencies.
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